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Book Club

Read the book and come to the book discussion on the 3rd Thursday of the month at Noon in the Visaya Room

The Paris Wife by Paula McLain January 19, 2012 at Noon

A deeply evocative story of ambition and betrayal, The Paris Wife captures a remarkable period of
time and a love affair between two unforgettable people: Ernest Hemingway and his wife Hadley.
A heartbreaking portrayal of love and torn loyalty, The Paris Wife is all the more poignant because
we know that, in the end, Hemingway wrote that he would rather have died than fallen in love with
anyone but Hadley.

The Weird Sisters by Eleanor Brown February 16, 2012 at Noon

The Andreas family is one of readers. Their father, a renowned Shakespeare professor who speaks
almost entirely in verse, has named his three daughters after famous Shakespearean women. When
the sisters return to their childhood home, ostensibly to care for their ailing mother, but really to lick
their wounds and bury their secrets, they are horrified to find the others there. "See, we love each
other. We just don't happen to like each other very much."

Elizabeth and Hazel by David Margolick March 15, 2012 at Noon

The names Elizabeth Eckford and Hazel Bryan Massery may not be well known, but the image of
them from September 1957 surely is: a black high school girl, dressed in white, walking stoically in
front of Little Rock Central High School, and a white girl standing directly behind her, face twisted in
hate, screaming racial epithets. This famous photograph captures the full anguish of
desegregation—in Little Rock and throughout the South—and an epic moment in the civil rights
movement.

A Scattered Life by Karen McQuestion April 19, 2012 at Noon
When free-spirited Skyla marries proper and predictable Thomas Plinka, she finally finds the love
and stability she’s craved since childhood. Skyla settles into marriage and motherhood, but quiet life
in small-town Wisconsin can’t quell feelings of restlessness. Then into her life comes Madame
Picard, the local psychic from the disreputable bookstore, Mystic Books, and new neighbor,
Roxanne, whose goal in life is to have twelve kids even though she can’t manage the five she has.
Despite her family’s objections, Skyla befriends Roxanne and gets a job at the bookstore, and life
gets fuller and more complicated than she ever imagined.

The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh May 17, 2012 at Noon

The Victorian language of flowers was used to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for
devotion, asters for patience, and red roses for love. But for Victoria Jones, it's been more useful in
communicating grief, mistrust, and solitude. After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she is
unable to get close to anybody, and her only connection to the world is through flowers and their
meanings.

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett June 21, 2012 at Noon

Research scientist Dr. Marina Singh is sent to Brazil to track down her former mentor, Dr. Annick
Swenson, who seems to have disappeared in the Amazon while working on an extremely valuable
new drug. The last person who was sent to find her died before he could complete his mission.
Plagued by trepidation, Marina embarks on an odyssey into the insect-infested jungle in hopes of
finding answers to the questions about her friend's death, her company's future, and her own past.



