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Climbing the Stairs by Padma Venkatra-

man 

In India, in 1941, when her father becomes 

brain-damaged in a non-violent protest 

march, fifteen-year-old Vidya and her family 

are forced to move in with her father's ex-

tended family and become accustomed to a 

totally different way of life. 

 

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson 

Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relation-

ship with his older brother Charlie changes 

after Charlie is released from a detention 

home and blames Lafayette for the death of 

their mother. 

 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen 

Yang (YA-Graphic) 

Alternates three interrelated stories about 

the problems of young Chinese Americans 

trying to participate in the popular culture.  
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Does My Head Look Big in This? by Randa 

Abdel-Fattah 

Year Eleven at an exclusive prep school in the 

suburbs of Melbourne, Australia, would be tough 

enough, but it is further complicated for Amal 

when she decides to wear the hijab, the Muslim 

head scarf, full-time as a badge of her faith--

without losing her identity or sense of style. 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time In-

dian by Sherman Alexie 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled 

school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to 

attend an all-white farm town school where the 

only other Indian is the school mascot. 

 

Tyrell by Coe Booth 

Fifteen-year-old Tyrell, who is living in a Bronx 

homeless shelter with his spaced-out mother and 

his younger brother, tries to avoid temptation so 

he does not end up in jail like his father. 

 

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a boarding school run by 

whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned 

Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by 

the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending 

messages during World War II in their native 

tongue. 

 

Copper 

Sun by 

Sharon M. 

Draper 

Two fifteen-

year-old 

girls--one a slave and the other an indentured 

servant--escape their Carolina plantation and 

try to make their way to Fort Moses, Florida, a 

Spanish colony that gives sanctuary to slaves. 

 

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson 

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever 

when he becomes a father and must care for 

his adored baby daughter. 

 

Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata 

Chronicles the close friendship between two 

Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural 

Georgia during the late 1950s and early 

1960s, and the despair when one sister be-

comes terminally ill. 

 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 

sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his 

experiences in prison and in the courtroom in 

the form of a film script as he tries to come to 

terms with the course his life has taken. 

 

 

The Fold by An Na 

Korean American high school student Joyce 

Kim feels like a nonentity compared to her 

beautiful older sister, and when her aunt 

offers to pay for plastic surgery on her eyes, 

she jumps at the chance, thinking it  will 

change her life for the better. 

 

Mexican Whiteboy by Matt de la Peña 

Sixteen-year-old Danny searches for his 

identity amidst the confusion of being half-

Mexican and half-white while spending a 

summer with his cousin and new friends on 

the baseball fields and back alleys of San 

Diego County, California. 

 

The Brothers Torres by Coert Voorhees 

Sophomore Frankie finally finds the courage 

to ask his long-term friend, Julianne, to the 

Homecoming dance, which ultimately leads 

to a face-off between a tough senior whose 

family owns most of their small, New Mexico 

town, and Frankie's soccer-star older brother 

and his gang-member friends. 
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