
Magic Tricks 

Magic tricks are fun! Here’s your chance to give them a try.  
Here are some supplies to get you started: 

• Deck of cards 

• Magic Coin Trick  

• Instructions 

 

1. Just like reading, sports, cooking, and other things you can 
learn to do, doing “magic” tricks requires patience and 
practice!   

2. Magic Coin Box trick.  To do this, you will need one coin— a 
penny is fine.  Open the bag and READ the instructions 
carefully.  Try it out.  

3. Think about what you might say while doing the trick.  The 
things magicians say while doing the tricks, the way they 
move around and use motions to draw attention away 
from what they might be doing are important parts of a 
good magic act.  Practice doing the trick until you can do 
it smoothly. 

4. Card tricks.  Before learning card tricks, it is important to 
know about the cards and to be comfortable handling the 
cards.   Read the information we have included.  If you 
want more tricks, here are some great books in the 
Pewaukee Public Library: 

 Card Tricks by Oliver Ho.  J 793.85 HO, O  CARD 

 The Most Excellent Book of How to Do Card Tricks by 
 Peter Eldin.  J 793.8 ELDIN, P CARD 

 Games Around the World: Card Tricks by Cynthia 
 Klingel.  J 793.8 KLINGEL, C CARD 

5. If you want to learn more about doing magic tricks, there 
are many books at the library.  You can also watch magicians 
to learn about how to entertain an audience.   

 



How to Do Card Tricks.  

 

Know the cards: 

Open your deck of cards. If you haven’t played cards       

before, take time to get to know the cards before doing 

magic tricks with them.   

A deck of cards, has 52 cards plus 2 jokers.   

The back of the card has a pattern on it.  Decks for magic 

tricks have a busy, non-distinct pattern on the back.  That 

helps the magician and makes it hard for the audience to 

easily spot any differences.   

Each deck has 4 suits.  They are hearts, diamonds, clubs, 

and spades.  Hearts and diamonds are red, clubs and 

spades are black.  

There are 3 face cards: the Jack, the Queen, and the King. 

Each suit has number cards from one (Ace) to 10, and a 

Jack, a Queen, and a King.  

 

Here is a trick to try: 

The Rising Card — a card floats up out of the deck! 

1. Hold the deck in your right hand so your audience can 

see the card on the bottom of the deck.   

2. Tap the top edge of the deck with the first finger of your 

right hand.  Say some magic words if you want. 

3. When your finger touches the top of the deck, secretly 

stick out the little finger of your left hand and use it to 

push the top card partway up.  Make sure to do this 

slowly.  If you wiggle your little finger when you push the 

card up it will look more like it is floating!   

 

This trick is from Card Tricks by Oliver Ho.  The picture is 

from a website.  There are more pictures in the book if you 

need help figuring it out!   

When learning card tricks, it helps to try to learn only one or 

two tricks at a time.  Be sure to practice a card trick many 

times before sharing it with your audience!  It can be helpful 

to practice in front of a mirror.  Remember to smile and look 

confident when doing a trick for an audience! 


